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Maintaining  

Momentum 
Message from the chair 

 

I 
’m Looking Forward To Working With All My Fellow 
Yavapai County Democrats in 2019-2020. 

As your new County chair, I am both honored and 
humbled by your confidence in electing me to lead 
you for the coming, critical years. Past chairs Toni 
Denis and Lindsay Bell have been invaluable mentors 
and role models in preparing me for this challenge. I 
have agreed to take on this role with the reassurance 
of their support in helping me continue the growth 
and success of our County party. Feeling up the chal-
lenge, I am looking forward to working with each and 
every one of you. 

I feel pleased and honored that so many key officers 
of the Executive Committee have chosen to soldier 
forward as my cohorts in leading our local party to 
continued elevation of the Democratic policies and 
principles that we hold near and dear to our hearts. I 
welcome the infusion of new ideas, passion and skills 
from the new members joining our board. The Execu-
tive Committee has agreed to a re-organizational re-
treat during which we will be developing goals and 
strategies for the next two years. 

It is of utmost importance that we not lose the mo-
mentum, energy and structure built during the 2018 
campaign as we move forward to elect dynamic, pro-
gressive Democrats in 2020. I encourage all of you to 
stay involved by joining committees, filling roles and 
bringing your individual talents and enthusiasm to the 
table. 

We accomplished amazing things in 2018 with our full 
slate of candidates running in LD1 (cont’d next page) 

 2020 Starts Now! 
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and CD4. The 
State Coordinat-

ed Campaign, the legion of volunteers work-
ing for local candidates, the work of our PCs 
and the army of volunteer canvassers and 
phone bankers had a measurable impact on 
voter turnout. Your hard work and dedica-
tion created a significant increase of nearly 
10,000 Democratic ballots that were key to 
electing Kyrsten Sinema, the first woman 
Senator elected in Arizona history, Katie 
Hobbs as Secretary of State, Kathy Hoffman 
as Superintendent of Public Instruction and 
Sandra Kennedy to the Corporation Com-
mission. We need to harness this great en-
ergy to turn more elected offices Blue in 
2020 and elect more representatives who 
reflect our Democratic values in our dis-
tricts. 

We have created the infrastructure for a 
successful and Blue future through your vol-
unteer work and generous donations of time 
and money. With your continued support, 
we will turn Arizona a bluer shade of purple 
and end the Trump reign of terror in 2020. 

Democratically Yours, 

John Lutes 

 

 

 

. 

And a Final Word from  

Outgoing Chair Denis 

As 2019 begins, I am pleased to have John 
Lutes begin his two-year term as the new 
chair of the Yavapai County Democratic Par-
ty. John was literally my right hand man, 
sitting to my right at each board meeting 
during the past two years and contributing 
his ideas and hard work. I witnessed his tal-
ent at leading as Events Chair and appreci-
ated his skills both in creating unique events 
and taking responsibility for the execution of 
them. I have great confidence in John, and I 
hope you will give him all of the support he 
needs to continue our unqualified success as 
a party. 

(Lutes, continued from page 1) 

I say we had success because our party’s 
most important mission is to support candi-
dates who stand for our principles. While we 
were unable to get enough votes for our 
state house and senate candidates and Con-
gressional District 4 candidate to be elected, 
we did measurably contribute to the election 
of the first Democratic Senator elected since 
1988—Kyrsten Sinema—who is also the first 
woman Senator in Arizona history! Sinema 
won by 38,197 votes. 

While the Yavapai Democrats who regularly 
vote would have supported her, the differ-
ence we made was turning out 10,000 more 
democratic votes in our county in the 2018 
election than in the 2016 election, a presi-
dential campaign year. We KNOW that the 
work of our PCs, local candidates and their 
volunteers and an army of additional volun-
teers who signed on to canvass and call vot-
ers through the State Coordinated Cam-
paign had a real impact on voter turnout. It 
was a significant increase that also helped 
to elect Katie Hobbs as Secretary of State, 
Kathy Hoffman as Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and Sandra Kennedy as Corpora-
tion Commissioner. 

While we helped make the difference in the 
state executive and Senate races, we have 
to remember that the need to continue 
fighting the good fight to keep them in of-
fice and work toward getting better repre-
sentatives for our districts. 

As past chair, I will continue to assist the 
chair as needed and provide support for 
planning and fundraising. The struggle 
doesn’t end with 2018—in fact you could 
say it’s just beginning as the enthusiasm for 
Democratic policies continues.  

We must continue to lay the groundwork for 
elections ahead, whether they are the Pres-
cott City Council elections, the Yavapai 
County Supervisor elections or the next cy-
cle of state and Congressional elections. We 
took a short break for the holidays, but the 
work continues. The foundation is set—I 
hope you will help to continue building our 
party through your donations and volunteer 
work. We are counting on your to help up 
keep up the momentum! 

Toni Denis 
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Events Calendar 

 

January Meeting 
Thursday  January 10 

5:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Meals on Wheels room at Prescott Adult Ctr 

E. Rosser St, Prescott 

Featured Speakers:  Jessi Hans  (CCJ), Amy Hurst 

(Women’s March)  Gage Stewart  (Sonora Prevention 

Works) 

 

YCDP Cottonwood Chapter 

Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday  January 15 4:00 pm 

Red Rooster Café; 901 N Main. Cottonwood 

 

DORR Monthly Breakfast 
Thursday  January 17 

8:00 am 

Olde Sedona Bar and Griille 

1405 Hwy 89A Sedona  

$12.00 for buffet breakfast 

Open to the public 

Featured Speakers:  Harriet Young (AAUW) and 

Anne Schneider (Policy Coordinator AZ UU) on the 

current AZ legislative session 

. 

DORR Annual Meeting  
January 27 4:00 pm  

St Andrews Church, Sedona 
 

 
DWPA Monthly Luncheon 
January 23 11:30 pm 

Centennial Room, Antelope Hills 

Featured Speaker:  Carol Comito President, AZ Fed-

eration of Democratic Women and Founder & Chair 

Arizona Women’s Conference 

Reserve at  https://demwomenprescottaz.com/ 

Other Events 

 
2019 Women’s March 
 

Saturday January 19 1:00 pm 

Courhouse Square, Prescott 

National Bank of Arizona, Sedona 

 

 

MLK March and Remembrance 
 

January 21 10:00 am  

March starts at Prescott, ends at Courthouse 

 

 

Our Democratic Partners 

Democrats of the Red 
Rocks 

 http://sedonadorr.org/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Facebook :  @YoungDemocratsofthePrescottArea 

https://demwomenprescottaz.com/ 
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Zoom!  Zoom! 

 Verde and Sedona area Democrats who can’t 
attend the Yavapai County Democratic Party 
monthly meetings in Prescott can now do so 
with Zoom video conferencing software.   For 
information about attending the Cottonwood/
Cornville meeting or setting up a meeting of 
your own, call Jan Graham at 928.634.7563.  
For information about attending. In Sedona, 
call Cathy Rutherford at 928.220.5301 for de-
tails.   

     Now, we didn’t win that race (for context, no Democrat won a 
race in 2018 in a congressional district where Trump got more 
than 55% of the vote in 2016- he got 70% in CD4). But we did win 
in the Senate. In the greater Prescott area, McSally got 7.1% few-
er votes than Trump, while Sinema got 13.6% *more* than Clin-
ton. That’s a huge swing- for reference, in Coconino, McSally got 
8.2% fewer votes than Trump, while Sinema got 5.7% more votes 
than Clinton. 
     We made a difference. You made a difference. And you can 
continue to make a difference. These gains were built off of 
thousands of individual conversations and interactions- wheth-
er organized through the campaigns, at work, online, with 
neighbors, with family, or others. Remember that all of your 
work matters- we likely would not have a Democrat in the Sec-
retary of State position ( a very close race) without YOU!       

Did All that Hard Work Matter?  Yes! 

From Hal Tyler, !Indivisible Chair - In the election, we saw a 
big shift from Prescott and the Prescott area towards Dem-
ocratic candidates, which played an important part in 
swinging some statewide elections, and led to one of the 
best performances by a democratic congressional candi-
date in the last 10 years. Much of this was fueled by a surge 

in early voting by registered Democrats, which was some-
thing many of you worked for going door-to-door, phone 
canvassing, writing postcards, organizing as precinct com-
mittee people, and working for the campaigns. This is the 
result of work of many people- inside and outside of Pres-
cott Indivisible- most especially Dr. Brill and family, the 
Democratic party, and others. But I wanted to share the 
statistical evidence that our work paid off. As someone who 
spent a couple days canvassing in the heart of Prescott, it’s 
very gratifying to see the result of all of our work. 
     I have statistics for Early Voting that measures early bal-
lots returned by party. This does not include the “late ear-
lies,” or early ballots returned on election day, or actual 
election day votes. Out of all registered Democrats in the 6 
precincts that cover Prescott, 61% returned early ballots in 
2014 far short of the 68% of registered Republicans who 
did. That number increased to 74.4% of registered Demo-
crats this year, a gain of over 13%. Turnout and early voting 
was up for Republicans, too, but they only gained to 73%. In 
the greater Tri-city area, Democrats increased their early 
voting returns from 57% to 69.6%, while Republicans in-
creased as well- but only from 66% to 68.4%.  
     This early voting fueled a big vote swing in the total re-
sults in Prescott and the Prescott area- it did not come at 
the expense of election day voting (note, these following 
stats include final results, not just early votes). One precinct 
in the heart of Prescott ended up virtually tied in the Senate 
race between Sinema and McSally. Mostly, though, we pro-
duced more votes for Democrats and fewer votes for Re-
publicans than in *2016*, a Presidential election year which 
generally produces much higher turnout. In Prescott, we 
actually saw 1.7% *more* votes than during 2016 
(statewide we were around 90% of 2016). Gosar got 7.8% 
fewer total votes and 3.5% fewer early votes, Brill got 17% 
more total votes than Weisser in 2016, and 19.4% more 
early votes. Voting at the polling places was down in Pres-
cott- 20% down. But Brill’s election day votes were only 
down 1.1%, while Gosar’s were down 30.5% from 2016. 
     In the total Greater Prescott area, Gosar got 8.5% fewer 
votes than 2016, while Brill got 14.3% more. That wasn’t 
true in the rest of the state- in Payson Gosar got 7.8% fewer 
votes, but Brill only got 3% more than 2016. Again, this is an 
unfair standard- nobody usually compares a midterm to a 
presidential year- we just have the luxury of an incredible 
performance which makes a more clear comparison than 
the 2014 comparison. In Kingman, Gosar lost 8% from 2016, 
but Brill lost 7.6%. 

This year, resolve to volunteer with the 

Yavapai Democrats.  Make a difference in 

your community, your state, and your 

country.  It’s easy!  Sign up at  https://

yavdem.org/volunteer/ 
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Seeing RED?  Help Turn Arizona Blue by investing in the work of the Yavapai Democrats     

 

I Pledge:  □ $5 per month   □ $10 per month    □ $25 per month    □ $50 per month      

  □ $ _________ per month   □ One-time contribution of $ ________       

Payment Methods:  

 Contribute at www.yavdem.org  or  through your bank’s Bill Pay program  or   □ Check Enclosed     □ Bill my Credit Card      

Use my credit card to bill ActBlue in the amount of $______________  □ one time      □  per   month 

Card No. _____________________________/Security Code_______ Ex. Date______ 

Name (as it appears on card) _____________________________________________* 

Address  ______________________________________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________    (required  for  ActBlue.  We will not share your email address.) 

Occupation ____________________________ Employer ______________________* 

*Arizona law requires political organizations to report the name, address, occupation and name of employer for each individual 

whose aggregate contributions exceed $25.00 in a calendar year 

Return this form with your contribution to: 

Yavapai County Democratic Party 

P.O. Box 1644, Prescott, AZ 86302 

ATTN:  Sandy Deville, Treasurer 

I will support the Yavapai County Democrats! 

I want to invest in a better future for Arizona! 
The Yavapai County Democratic Party coordinates activities and fundraising 

with our Democratic partners.  We encourage you to support these organiza-

tions, and if you so designate, we will share up to 20% of your YCDP dona-

tion with one or more of the following Democratic groups. 

Please designate 20% of my YCDP contribution to: 

□  Arizona Democratic Party □  Democratic Women of  

□  Democrats of the Red Rocks 

O u r   P a r t n e r s :   

Arizona Democratic Party  

2910 N. Central Avenue  

Phoenix, AZ 85012-4200 

(602) 298-4200 

www.azdem.org  

 

Democratic Women of the Prescott Area  

c/o  Sandy Baggenstos, Treasurer  

520 N. Fitzmaurice Dr.                                                                                                   

Prescott, AZ  86303-6235   

https://www.demwomenprescottaz.com/  

                                                          

 

Democrats of the Red Rocks  

P. O. Box 1165 

Sedona, AZ 86339-1165 

www.democratsoftheredrocks.org  

Paid for by the Yavapai County Democratic Party.     Telephone: (928) 541-0413 

Contributions are not tax deductible for income tax purposes.   

Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s  committee   

Website:  www.yavdem.org 

E-mail: info@yavdem.org 

http://www.yavdem.org
http://www.azdem.org
http://www.democratsoftheredrocks.org

