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Yavapai Turnout 
Helped Bolster  

Arizona’s Blue 
Wave 

Message from the chair 

 

T 
he day after the election, the pundits claimed 
that the Blue Wave didn’t happen—that the 
Democrats happened to pick up a majority in 

the House. More than a week later, we know bet-
ter.  

The Blue Wave will have an impact on the make-up 
of Congress and the events of 2019, 2020 and long 
afterward. 

In Arizona, Kyrsten Sinema’s win of the first Senate 
seat held by a woman, a Democrat, no less, made 
it clear that the election of Democrats in states tra-
ditionally dominated by Republicans is a trend that 
can’t be explained away by a fluke or mere mid-
term dissatisfaction with 45. The state has been a 
Republican stronghold with no seats held by Demo-
crats for more than a dozen years. 

As of Thursday, Kathy Hoffman won the first 
statewide office as Superintendent of Public In-
struction; Sandra Kennedy was the top vote-getter 
for the Arizona Corporation Commission and Katie 
Hobbs was solidly in the lead for Secretary of State! 

The difference is that Democratic women won big-
ly—as our language challenged so-called President 
would say—but they also won so many seats in 
Congress that it is now controlled by the party. The 
difference in party seats in the Senate is so close 
that votes could be influenced in 
either direction, giving Democrats (cont’d next page) 

Post Election Wrap Up 
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far more power 
to influence poli-

cy. The state has the largest number of 
elected women in the country, according 
to Cronkite News Service, though it will 
actually drop from 36 to 35 in January 
when former Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton 
takes Kyrsten Sinema’s old House seat. 

Overall in Arizona, the numbers have 
evened out in the state legislature with 31 
Republicans in the house and 29 Demo-
crats; 16 Republicans in the Senate and 
14 Democrats. In Congress, Arizona 
boasts five Democratic representatives 
and one Democratic Senator. 

In Yavapai County, the beauty of this elec-
tion year is that our candidates had a 
measurable impact on the statewide rac-
es. Not only did they inspire people to 
vote who were not regular voters, they 
increased the number of votes for Demo-
crats running for statewide office by a 
greater margin. The county had the high-
est turnout in history at 77.61% of voters, 
including many more first-time young vot-
ers and independents. We know that hav-
ing a full slate of appealing candidates 
makes a difference in attracting the vote—
and our state legislature candidates Jo 
Craycraft for State Senate and Ed Gogek 
and Jan Manolis for State House—also en-
gaged voters. 

David Brill’s run for Congress brought in 
33.41% of the vote; Kyrsten Sinema 
gained 37.01% of the vote in Yavapai 
County. Sinema won by 39,514 votes—
and 40,033 came from Yavapai County. 
We can’t say we put her over the top, but 
she definitely needed us in order to win. 

Since Congressional District 4 was created 
in 2010, no other Democrat has earned as 
many votes as Brill in this county. Also 
consider that the entire district, which en-
compasses 7 counties, logged a total of 
83,918 votes for Brill.  

 

In 2016, the Democrat running for the 
CD4 seat only earned 29.71% of the vote 
in Yavapai County; in 2014, the candidate 
gained 27.12% of the vote. That may not 
sound significant until you realize that Ya-
vapai County has MORE registered Repub-

(Denis, continued from page 1) 
licans now than it did in 2016—3,514 more. 
Still, Republican Paul Gosar got 4.75% few-
er votes in 2018 than he did in 2016, in 
spite of the higher turnout. Those votes 
went to David Brill. 

 

It took a lot of effort from campaign volun-
teers, canvassers, phone callers, postcard 
writers, donors, voter registration volun-
teers, and office workers, to give an idea of 
the year-long effort that went into this truly 
remarkable year! Thanks to everyone who 
contributed and helped defeat Proposition 
305 and elect state candidates! 

Our Democratic Partners 
 

 

 

 

 

On Facebook :  @YoungDemocratsofthePrescottArea 

Democrats of the Red 
Rocks 

 http://sedonadorr.org/index.html 

 

 

https://demwomenprescottaz.com/ 
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Events Calendar 

 

December Meeting 
Thursday December 13 

5:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Meals on Wheels room at Prescott Adult Ctr 

E. Rosser St, Prescott 

Board elections, 2019 budget, recaps by candidates 

 

YCDP Cottonwood Chapter 

Tuesday November 20 

Red Rooster Café; 901 N Main. Cottonwood 

 

DORR Monthly Breakfast 
Thursday  December 20 

8:00 am 

Olde Sedona Bar and Griille 

1405 Hwy 89A Sedona  

$12.00 for buffet breakfast 

Open to the public 

 

DWPA Holiday Party 
Sunday December 9 

5:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Hassayampa Marine Room, Prescott 

Reserve by December 4, midnight 

Tickets $50 

Cash Bar, Silent Auction 

Featured Speaker:  Deedra Aboud 

Reserve at info@demwomenprescottaz.com or 

626.340.7060 

 

Analysis of 2018 Midterm Elections 
Lindsay Bell 

 

National Level: 
 
The Democrats were successful in flipping the 
House of Representatives to a Democratic majority.  
Democrats gained at least 31 seats in the House 
with 10 more seats, many of which are in California, 
still undecided.  Speculation is that when all races 
are settled, the Democrats may have picked up as 
many as 40 or 41 seats in the Democratic “wave”.  
The newly elected House members are a very di-
verse group.  We have the first two Muslim women 
elected to Congress (from Michigan and Minnesota) 
the first two Native American women elected 
(Kansas and New Mexico).  The composition of the 
116th congress includes 100 women, 49 African 
Americans and 38 Hispanics. 
 
Flipping the majority was achieved with record turn-
out and higher participation by millennials, minorities 
and women.  The midterm popular vote was 52% 
Democratic and 45% Republican, the same +7 turn-
out for the winning party that was experienced by the 
GOP in their 1994 “wave” election that flipped the 
majority in Congress.  Exit polls for 2018 suggest 
that healthcare and achieving better balance in 
Washington that will place a check on the President 
were the strongest election issues.  Notable is that 
the majority of the newly elected Democrats consider 
themselves “moderate” while others describe them-
selves as “progressive”.  Key take away here is that 
successful candidates reflect their districts, whether 
that district is mostly progressive or more moderate. 
 
On the Senate side Democrats lost two seats 
(Indiana and North Dakota) and gained two seats 
(Nevada and Arizona-yeah!).  There are still two un-
decided races:  Florida where there is a recount to 
determine if Rick Scott won the seat (he is ahead by 
12,000) or if the Democrat incumbent Ben Nelson 
will return to the Senate.  Yet undecided is Mississip-
pi, which will have a runoff between GOP incumbent 
Cindy Hyde-Smith and Dem challenger Mike Espy in 
early December.  Not counting those two as yet un-
decided seats, the Senate stands at 51 Republicans 
and 47 Democrats. 
 
Democrats also gained 7 governor’s seats, including 
key battleground states Michigan, Wisconsin and 
Pennsylvania.  Victories were especially sweet in 
Wisconsin where Scott Walker was defeated in his 
bid for a third term and in Kansas where Kris Kobach 
was unsuccessful in being elected Governor. Yes!  
The new Democratic Governor in Colorado is the 
first openly gay Governor elected in the country. 
(cont’d next page) 
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Statewide results in Arizona 
 
The results in Arizona are also good.  After the 
Election Day votes were counted, there were still 
625,000 early ballots and provisional ballots left to 
be counted, most of which were in Maricopa Coun-
ty where more than half of the state’s population 
resides.  In the past, Maricopa County has been 
reliably “Red”, but that started to change a couple 
of election cycles back.  In 2016, Democrats were 
able to elect a Democratic sheriff to replace Arpaio 
after 26 years, and also elected a Democratic 
County recorder replacing Helen Purcell who had 
served in that office for nearly 30 years.  
(Democrats had also added another Democrat to 
the State house from a Maricopa district in 2016.)  
As the remaining 2018 ballots have been counted, 
most of the Maricopa ballots began to break for 
Sinema over McSally in the Senate race to replace 
retiring Jeff Flake.  Sinema was declared the win-
ner late Monday. 
 
There is also good news among the Congressional 
races.  Democrats Tom O’Halleran, Raul Grijalva 
and Ruben Gallego held on to their seats. Ann 
Kirkpatrick was able to flip McSally’s seat (CD 2) 
back to the Democrats.  Likewise, Greg Stanton, 
former Mayor of Phoenix, was able to keep Sine-
ma’s congressional seat (CD9) in Democratic 
hands.  Democrats now hold the majority of the 
State’s nine congressional seats.   
 
In the 2018 statewide elections, Democrats hold 
the lead in the Secretary of State race, Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction and Arizona Corporation 
Commission.   In the SOS race, Katie Hobbs has a 
lead just fewer than 5000 votes. We are keeping 
our fingers crossed for her.  Kathy Hoffman has 
already declared victory as Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction with her lead of more than 54,000 
votes over her opponent.  Sandra Kennedy is 
maintaining her lead as the top vote getter in the 
Arizona Corporation Commission race.  There are 
two seats open, so it seems clear that Kennedy 
will win one of the two seats on the Commission.   
 
Arizona is definitely trending purple.  To under-
stand how, it’s important to recognize that Arizona 
Democratic Party has been playing a “long game” 
over the last three cycles. The ADP has particular-
ly reached out to the new American electorate of 
single women, minorities and young people 18-30.  
As demographics change, these groups become 
more important participants in voting, and will in-
creasingly dominate the electorate.  Whereas Re-
publicans continue to emphasize their base 
(dominated by older white male votes—a group 
whose numbers are declining over time), Demo-
crats are reaching out to include women, minori-
ties and young people.  The minority vote in 2016 

helped carry Sheriff Penzone and Recorder Adrian Fontes to 
victory.  Women, not just in Arizona, but across the country 
were very active, motivated participants in the 2018 elections.  
Women ran in huge numbers across the country, and just as 
importantly voted in huge numbers across the country.  In 
2018, 69% of women voted for Democrats versus just 49% of 
male voters going for Democrats. 
 
After redistricting in 2012, Arizona had 4 so called “slam 
dunk” districts for Republicans, 2 Democratic districts, and 3 
very competitive swing districts.  In 2018 Democrats won the 
heavily Democratic districts by wide margins, captured all 
three competitive districts and narrowed the margins in the 
four solid Republican Districts.  Women, minorities and young 
people all played a role.  CD8 for example, went from a GOP 
winning margin of 52 points in 2014 to a win margin of just 
11.2 points in 2018.  We are closing in!  Arizona will add a 
Congressional seat following the 2020 census, so there will 
be fresh challenges and opportunities with this new seat.   
 
The Democratic effort in Arizona to reach out to women, mi-
norities and young people is definitely paying off in Arizona 
legislative districts as well.  Most people remember the GOP 
wave election in the 2010 midterm election.  Not only did Re-
publicans flip the US House and Senate nationally, they also 
swept all the Arizona statewide offices and achieved super 
majorities in both chambers of the Arizona legislature:  State 
House numbers that year were 40 Republicans to 20 Demo-
crats and 21 Republicans to 9 Democrats in the State Sen-
ate.  Those election results were a call to action for the Arizo-
na Democratic Party. 
 
We worked hard to participate in the Arizona redistricting pro-
cess, and were successful in achieving 3 very competitive 
congressional districts, as well as several additional competi-
tive districts for the Arizona legislature.  In the 2012 election, 
Arizona Democrats were successful in not only winning all 
three competitive Congressional races but also were able to 
add four more Democrats to each chamber of the AZ legisla-
ture, successfully ending the GOP super majorities in just one 
election cycle.  It was having 17 R’s to 13 D’s in the State 
Senate that enabled passage of Medicaid expansion in Arizo-
na (moderate Republicans formed a coalition with the Demo-
crats).  In the 2014 cycle we were able to hold all 8 seats that 
had been flipped in 2012.  In 2016 we were able to flip one 
more seat in the state house.    And this year we flipped 4 
additional seats in the state house where the ratio starting in 
January will be 31 Republicans to 29 Democrats—a one vote 
majority for the GOP.  That is a game changer! 
 
So, again, Arizona Democrats have very good news from the 
2018 mid term elections.  Now it’s time to get busy working 
on the 2020 elections and the opportunity to turn Arizona 
from purple to blue! 

Election analysis, cont’d 
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Seeing RED?  Help Turn Arizona Blue by investing in the work of the Yavapai Democrats     

 

I Pledge:  □ $5 per month   □ $10 per month    □ $25 per month    □ $50 per month      

  □ $ _________ per month   □ One-time contribution of $ ________       

Payment Methods:  

 Contribute at www.yavdem.org  or  through your bank’s Bill Pay program  or   □ Check Enclosed     □ Bill my Credit Card      

Use my credit card to bill ActBlue in the amount of $______________  □ one time      □  per   month 

Card No. _____________________________/Security Code_______ Ex. Date______ 

Name (as it appears on card) _____________________________________________* 

Address  ______________________________________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________    (required  for  ActBlue.  We will not share your email address.) 

Occupation ____________________________ Employer ______________________* 

*Arizona law requires political organizations to report the name, address, occupation and name of employer for each individual 

whose aggregate contributions exceed $25.00 in a calendar year 

Return this form with your contribution to: 

Yavapai County Democratic Party 

P.O. Box 1644, Prescott, AZ 86302 

ATTN:  Sandy Deville, Treasurer 

I will support the Yavapai County Democrats! 

I want to invest in a better future for Arizona! 
The Yavapai County Democratic Party coordinates activities and fundraising 

with our Democratic partners.  We encourage you to support these organiza-

tions, and if you so designate, we will share up to 20% of your YCDP dona-

tion with one or more of the following Democratic groups. 

Please designate 20% of my YCDP contribution to: 

□  Arizona Democratic Party □  Democratic Women of  

□  Democrats of the Red Rocks 

O u r   P a r t n e r s :   

Arizona Democratic Party  

2910 N. Central Avenue  

Phoenix, AZ 85012-4200 

(602) 298-4200 

www.azdem.org  

 

Democratic Women of the Prescott Area  

c/o  Sandy Baggenstos, Treasurer  

520 N. Fitzmaurice Dr.                                                                                                   

Prescott, AZ  86303-6235   

https://www.demwomenprescottaz.com/  

                                                          

 

Democrats of the Red Rocks  

P. O. Box 1165 

Sedona, AZ 86339-1165 

www.democratsoftheredrocks.org  

Paid for by the Yavapai County Democratic Party.     Telephone: (928) 541-0413 

Contributions are not tax deductible for income tax purposes.   

Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s  committee   

Website:  www.yavdem.org 

E-mail: info@yavdem.org 

http://www.yavdem.org
http://www.azdem.org
http://www.democratsoftheredrocks.org

