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Yavapai County 

DEMOCRAT 
 
Hearing from Veterans 
Message from the chair 

 

T 
hose who serve in the armed 

forces of our country deserve 

our support, care and compas-

sion for the service and sacrifices they 

have given. Veterans deserve our fo-

cus and understanding so that we as a 

society can more effectively return the 

gift they have given to us. The theme of the Yavapai 

Democratic Party’s May meeting is Veteran’s Care. We 

have invited Veteran’s from the Army, Air Force and 

Marines to discuss different aspects of Veteran’s care 

to provide insight on the ways that we as a society 

can more effectively care for our Veterans. 

Prescott resident and Army veteran Gary Cassidy will 

share his perspectives on integrating his military ex-

perience with his subsequent career. Michelle Harris, 

Air Force veteran and mental health advocate will dis-

cuss reintegration after service. Matthew Phillips, Ma-

rine veteran will provide information about work being 

done to assist homeless and at-risk veterans in 

Northern Arizona. Bill Mundell, who comes from a mil-

itary family will discuss his upcoming candidacy for 

Arizona Corporation Commissioner and the im-

portance of that office. 

There will be an opportunity for discussion and ques-

tions. I warmly invite you to join us in attending the 

Yavapai Democrat’s May meeting at the Rosser Adult 

Center starting with a potluck at 5:30 pm on May 9th 

followed by presentations and discussion of veteran’s 

issues. 

Democratically Yours, 

John Lutes 
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In Memory of Jerry Emmett, 

1914-2019 

  by Toni Denis, former Chair of DWPA 

 
I remember meeting Jerry Emmett at 

my first Democratic Women of the Pres-

cott Area luncheon in 2009, and even 

then I thought she 

was far more ener-

getic than most 

people around her. 

“Animated” and 

“alive” are two 

words I’d use to 

describe her. Also, 

“firecracker,” be-

cause she had a 

sense of humor 

that made people 

crack up. Despite 

already being in her 

90s, she was vocal and opinionated on 

all things political and kept up with cur-

rent events, despite being nearly blind. 

  

Jerry talked about being involved in 

politics since she was a young girl 

when her mother took her to the voting 

booth the first time women were able 

to vote. After seeing how much it 

meant to her mother, it influenced her 

to be politically active. She became a 

member of the women’s caucus at a 

young age, now the Arizona Federation 

of Democratic Women, as she worked 

as a public school teacher in the Phoe-

nix area and raised a family. When she 

retired from teaching, she moved to 

Prescott and founded a women’s Demo-

cratic club, called the Democratic Wom-

en of the Prescott Area, with her 

cousin, Dawn Knight. 

  

Jerry was a natural leader. When I was 

chair of the DWPA, she often would get 

riled up about an issue and ask if she 

could speak and encourage people to 

act, whether it was writing our elected 

officials or protesting. She had what I’d 

call a “fire in the belly” for justice and 

fairness. Almost every meeting she’d 

stand up and speak out in a way that 

few people do about what weighed on 

her mind. 

  

The club celebrated her 99th, 100th and 

101st birthdays at DWPA meetings and 

then her 103rd and 104th birthdays at 

Las Fuentes assisted living home where 

she moved after she had fallen and bro-

ken her hip. Her last birthday celebra-

tion was especially poignant because 

many of her students and longtime 

friends attended and told stories about 

how she’d positively influenced them. I 

talked about how her involvement with 

the women’s caucus influenced many 

women to get involved in politics and 

run for office, including her friend Car-

olyn Warner, who had run for governor 

and lost in a three-way split. 

  

Jerry attended almost every DWPA 

meeting and Yavapai County Democrat-

ic Party meeting until she became more 

fragile in her 100s.  She had to be led 

to a seat because of her blindness, and 

often had a beer with lunch, one of the 

perks of age. 

  

The DWPA named an award to honor 

Jerry Emmett in 2009, and it recognizes 

volunteers for their dedication to the 

party. 

  

Jerry charmed everyone from Hillary 

Clinton to Kamala Harris at the national 

Democratic Convention in 2016, where 

she was the oldest Arizonan attending 

and announced the state’s votes for 

Clinton. Her legacy lives on the the 

AFDW, the DWPA and in the hearts of 

all who knew her.  
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Zoom!  Zoom! 

 Verde and Sedona area Democrats who can’t 
attend the Yavapai County Democratic Party 
monthly meetings in Prescott can now do so 
with Zoom video conferencing software.   For 
information about attending the Cottonwood/
Cornville meeting or setting up a meeting of 
your own, call Jan Graham at 928.634.7563.  
For information about attending. In Sedona, 
call Cathy Rutherford at 928.220.5301 for de-
tails.   

 

 
 

 

Our Democratic Partners 

Democrats of the Red 
Rocks 

 http://sedonadorr.org/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Facebook :  @YoungDemocratsofthePrescottArea 

https://demwomenprescottaz.com/ 

Events Calendar 
 

May  Meeting 
Thursday  May 8 

5:30 pm to 8:00 pm  

Meals on Wheels room, Prescott Adult Center 

Vets Speaking Up:  Matt Phillips (USMC),  Michelle 

Harris (USAF,)  Gary Cassidy (Army) plus Bill Mun-

dell (candidate for AZ Corp Commission 

 

YCDP Cottonwood Chapter 

Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday   6:00 pm  May 21(new time!) 

Red Rooster Café; 901 N Main. Cottonwood 

 

DORR Monthly Breakfast 
Thursday  May 16 

8:00 am  

Mark Kelly, US Senate candidate 
SPECIAL LOCATION FOR THIS EVENT 

Sedona Elks Lodge 

110 Airport Rd, Sedona AZ 

Admission is $15 and includes a lavish buffet 

All are welcome.  Pay at the door   

 

 

DWPA Monthly Luncheon 
Wednesday  May 22 

11:30 am 

Centennial Room, Antelope Hills 

Reserve at  https://demwomenprescottaz.com/ 

 
 

 

Save the Dates: 
July 28:  Yav Dem Summer Picnic  

September 21:  Truman –Clinton Dinner 
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This year, resolve to volunteer with the 

Yavapai Democrats.  Make a difference in 

your community, your state, and your 

country.  It’s easy!  Sign up at  https://

yavdem.org/volunteer/

Remembering Jerry Emmett 

A few photographic memories from recent years 
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Seeing RED?  Help Turn Arizona Blue by investing in the work of the Yavapai Democrats     

 

I Pledge:  □ $5 per month   □ $10 per month    □ $25 per month    □ $50 per month      

  □ $ _________ per month   □ One-time contribution of $ ________       

Payment Methods:  

 Contribute at www.yavdem.org  or  through your bank’s Bill Pay program  or   □ Check Enclosed     □ Bill my Credit Card      

Use my credit card to bill ActBlue in the amount of $______________  □ one time      □  per   month 

Card No. _____________________________/Security Code_______ Ex. Date______ 

Name (as it appears on card) _____________________________________________* 

Address  ______________________________________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________    (required  for  ActBlue.  We will not share your email address.) 

Occupation ____________________________ Employer ______________________* 

*Arizona law requires political organizations to report the name, address, occupation and name of employer for each individual 

whose aggregate contributions exceed $25.00 in a calendar year 

Return this form with your contribution to: 

Yavapai County Democratic Party 

P.O. Box 1644, Prescott, AZ 86302 

ATTN:  Sandy Deville, Treasurer 

I will support the Yavapai County Democrats! 

I want to invest in a better future for Arizona! 
The Yavapai County Democratic Party coordinates activities and fundraising 

with our Democratic partners.  We encourage you to support these organiza-

tions, and if you so designate, we will share up to 20% of your YCDP dona-

tion with one or more of the following Democratic groups. 

Please designate 20% of my YCDP contribution to: 

□  Arizona Democratic Party □  Democratic Women of  

□  Democrats of the Red Rocks 

O u r   P a r t n e r s :   

Arizona Democratic Party  

2910 N. Central Avenue  

Phoenix, AZ 85012-4200 

(602) 298-4200 

www.azdem.org  

 

Democratic Women of the Prescott Area  

c/o  Sandy Baggenstos, Treasurer  

520 N. Fitzmaurice Dr.                                                                                                   

Prescott, AZ  86303-6235   

https://www.demwomenprescottaz.com/  

                                                          

 

Democrats of the Red Rocks  

P. O. Box 1165 

Sedona, AZ 86339-1165 

www.democratsoftheredrocks.org  

Paid for by the Yavapai County Democratic Party.     Telephone: (928) 541-0413 

Contributions are not tax deductible for income tax purposes.   

Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s  committee   

Website:  www.yavdem.org 

E-mail: info@yavdem.org 

http://www.yavdem.org
http://www.azdem.org
http://www.democratsoftheredrocks.org

