
 

 

 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

JUNE 2019 

From the Chair  . . . . . . 1 

Go Deeper . . . . . . . . 3,5 

Calendar of Events . . . .7 

AZ Blue Form . . . . . . . . 8 

 

We’re on the Web.  Visit us at 

www.yavdem.org 

Find the Arizona Democratic Party at 

www.azdem.org 

 

Yavapai County  

Democratic Headquarters 

1555 Iron Springs Road 

Prescott AZ 86303 

Mailing Address:   

P.O. Box 1644 Prescott AZ 

86302 

928.541.0413 
 Editor:  Ray Frey r.frey.65@gmail.com 

 

Yavapai County 
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 And Justice for All 

Message from the chair 

 

T 
he month of June 2019 the 
Yavapai County Democratic 
Party messaging will concen-
trate on LGBTQ+ issues in 

Trump America. 

I no longer allow myself to silently 
witness the suffering of the innocent. I remember 
watching news footage of gay civil-rights protes-
tors being sprayed down with fire hoses or beat-
en with billy clubs while refusing to violently fight 
back. My fellow Democrats we must continue to 
be the party with heart and a passionate commit-
ment to the LGBTQ+ cause.  

It has become safer for young people to come 
out. It has become safer for some to reveal their 
vulnerabilities within their families and close 
friends. It begins with individuals daring to be 
who they are. It begins when someone close to 
us takes down guard to become voluntarily vul-
nerable and says, ”Here I am”. Gay-rights activ-
ist Harvey Milk said, “This is how the revolution 
will happen: one lonely kid at a time”.   

It can be hard to discuss these subjects because 
they may make us feel vulnerable and upset.  
Revealing them to our families and friends takes 
courage.  

Each gay child that comes out to family and 
friends makes a huge difference, but it is still not 
without great risk or legal consequence.  40% of 
homeless teenagers in this country are LGBTQ+.  
These are children who came out to their families 
and said “Here I am, this is me” and are kicked 
out of their homes onto the street. 

As the party of inclusion, we Democrats must 
embrace the LGBTQ+ com-

(SEE Lutes, page 2) 
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munity and make 
them feel emotion-

ally safe within our party and legally 
safe within our country. 

The Trump administration is seeking to 
reverse the legal progress we have 
made in protecting our LGBTQ+ citizens.  
Last month it was announced the De-
partment of Health and Human Services 
Office of Civil Rights would be recon-
structed to serve as “a law enforcement 
agency” for the religious right.  HHS has 
announced a rule that would allow 
healthcare workers like doctors, nurses, 
emergency personnel and hospice work-
ers to discriminate in their care based on 
their own religious beliefs as justifica-
tion. The rule would allow healthcare 
workers to refuse basic health care like 
birth control, refuse to treat women who 
have had abortions and discriminate 
against LGBTQ+ individuals and their 
children.  The change is part of the 
trump administration’s movement to 
give “Christians” a license to discrimi-
nate under the guise of “religious free-
dom”. 

Mary Alice Carter, Executive Director of 
Equity Forward said it perfectly, “ Reli-
gious freedom doesn’t mean carte 
blanche to discriminate, especially in a 
health care setting. People should never 
fear that they are going to be denied 
care because of their gender, who they 
love, or their past medical decisions. To-
day’s rule codifies discrimination and it 
will result in deep harm to patient care”. 

The proposed rule changes would also 
remove transgender health protections 
from the ACA and give health providers 
the right to refuse to treat any 
transgender person for any condition if 
they cite their religious beliefs. 

This is exactly the opposite of what we 
as Democrats believe our health depart-
ment should stand for. 

Mike Pence recently told Liberty Univer-
sity’s graduating class to “be ready” to 
be hated for their “Christian” beliefs and 
said America has “little tolerance” if 

Pence cannot promote being anti-gay . 
He warned them that they are part of 
America’s “most marginalized” group of 
people. Pence’s words conflate homo-
phobia & transphobia with Christianity, 
as if hating LGBTQ+ people is intrinsic to 
religion and that the right to hate is pro-
tected by a skewed sense of “religious 
freedom”   

Trump recently welcomed one of the 
world’s most anti-LGBTQ+ leaders to the 
White House. Hungary’s Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban is held in high regard in 
conservative Christian circles for his op-
position to LGBTQ+ rights. He has stat-
ed he will “replace the shipwreck of lib-
eral democracy by building a 21st centu-
ry Christian democracy”. 

While homosexuality is legal in Hungary, 
same-sex marriage and adoption by 
same sex couples are not. Marriage 
equality was banned by constitutional 
amendment in 2012. Orban’s cultural 
commissioner, Imre Karenyi said in 
2014 that theater and film are “in the 
hands of a lobby of faggots”. Hungary 
has been downgraded from a “free” de-
mocracy to a “partly free” democracy. 
Trump is once again rolling out the red 
carpet for an abuser of human rights. 
For all the blustering about freedom 
from the right, our president seems to 
be working most closely with fascist 
leaning world leaders to curtail democ-
racy, freedom and human rights. 

In times like these, with conditions such 
as this we must resolve to fight even 
stronger for non-discrimination policies 
and secure legal status and protections 
for all people. 

Let us, the Democrats of Yavapai County 
work hard in 2019 to build our neighbor-
hoods into welcome homes for our 
LGBTQ+ friends and defeat the regres-
sive Republican agenda. 

 
Democratically Yours, 

John Lutes 

 (Continued from page 1) 
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Getting Smarter 

Getting Stronger 

Dems Together 

    

 

Letters to the Editor 

Republicans taking us back in time 

Listening to Vice President Pence, one would think 

Christians are under attack.  In his recent com-

mencement speech at the ultra- conservative Lib-

erty University, he claimed that as a Christian 

“expect to be shunned.” With this type of inflam-

matory language, the Republicans are creating the 

false narrative that Progressives are stealing 

Christmas and religious freedom, and that the 

evangelicals are being discriminated against. What 

happened to the separation of church and state? 

The game plan is to use the so-called attacks on 

religious freedom to allow them to discriminate 

against the LGBTQ community.  The idea that 

making a wedding cake for a gay couple is an at-

tack on the baker’s religious freedom is just an ex-

cuse to legalize discrimination against gay people.  

Now Chick-fil-A wants to be able to withhold ser-

vice from the LGBT community.  

People like Pence claim to be Christians, but to me 

they are merely religious zealots with un-Christian 

values.  All the basic religions including Christiani-

ty speak of loving one another and being inclusive 

of all people. Pence and his conservatives are chal-

lenging basic religion and our Constitution in or-

der to discriminate. 

Finally, Republicans have reversed protections for 

the LGBTQ community implemented by President 

Obama. The LGBTQ community is again under 

attack and this is yet another reason to defeat Re-

publicans at the polls in November 2020.   

Bob Lynne 

Prescott 

Not Just Understanding . . . . 

Standing Up 

Ed Mickens 

Many decades ago, one of my mentors, a pio-
neer in gay journalism, told me, “Never trust the 
liberals. They’ll tell you they understand, when 
it’s clear that they don’t. They’ll tell you what 
you need, whether you agree or not. And they’ll 
sell you down the river whenever it’s politically 
expedient.” 

A few years later, I got the clearest illustration: 
After twelve brutal years of Reagan-Bush, and 
desperate for funding to fight an epidemic that 
was decimating our community, many of us 
worked hard for Bill Clinton. Our reward, of 
course, was “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and the De-
fense of Marriage Act. But we swallowed. At 
least we got our AIDS funding and programs. 
And we realized we’d have to continue our fight 
for equality without the help of the Democratic 
Party. We made great strides on our own, be-
cause we had to, and in the process we educat-
ed an entirely new, socially progressive genera-
tion. 

I am a lifelong Democrat, because I am for the 
working folks, the same people I come from. I 
believe in fair and equal access to opportunity, 
education, healthcare, clean environment, com-
munity. I believe these are Democratic values, 
especially since the GOP, from the Reagan years 
on, has been guiding our society into plutocracy. 
I can’t abide those who push to make their per-
sonal interpretation of the Bible the law of the 
land, no more than I can accept those who make 
free-market capitalism the state religion. 

Maybe it’s easier to hold these beliefs in the blue
-bubble cities I’ve spent my life in, but I live in 
Yavapai County now. I often joke that it’s been 
easier to come out as a gay man here, than to 
come out as a Democrat. That’s not completely 
true. I have heard astonishing things from my 
fellow Democrats, from “Gee, you don’t look 
gay,” (what century is that from?) to the re-
sponse, just last year, from a Democratic candi-
date about a stance on LGBT rights: “I’m open.” 

This is not acceptable. There is much fear in the 
LGBT community in Yavapai County, and now I 
understand why. The attempted suicide rate 
among LGBT youth should be a scandal. Rumors 
circulate about assaults, even murder, that au-
thorities cover up because it 

(Continued, next page) 
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 wouldn’t look good. Who questions 
elected officials about these atroci-
ties? Who takes a stand? 

I throw this challenge out to local 
Democrats: it’s time to support a 
local ordinance prohibiting anti-
LGBT discrimination in housing, em-
ployment and public accommoda-
tion. This is not about “identity poli-
tics,” as some might frame it. This is 
about another essential piece to-
ward fair and equal treatment for all 
citizens. 

Likewise, it’s time to take a stand 
against the carefully orchestrated 
“religious freedom” movement. 
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LGBTQ+:  June’s Speakers  

Lupe Conchas 

L upe keynotes the June meeting.  He was 

elected in 2019 to the Arizona Democratic 

Party State Committee and ran for the statewide 

position of Affirmative Action Moderator. He is 

now a statewide elected Democrat and is tasked 

with creating a more diverse and inclusive Dem-

ocratic Party. On top of all that he is also the 

Vice President of Finance for the Young Demo-

crats of Arizona. His day job is at Phoenix Col-

lege in the Maricopa County Community Colleges 

District as the Service-Learning and Civic En-

gagement Director. He is committed to doing 

everything in his power to help elect Democrats 

in 2020 and to continue building grassroots 

community power.   

Judy Staal 

J udy is the Past National President of 
the American Massage Therapy Associ-

ation, the largest member-driven profes-
sional massage therapy organization in 
the world.  She continues to volunteer 
through the Massage Therapy Founda-
tion’s Writing Committee. She received 
her Master’s Degree in Counseling Psy-
chology from Prescott College where she 
researched the role of touch therapies in 
enhancing psychotherapeutic outcomes. 
She has worked as a counselor in behav-
ioral health with young men and women 
confronting addiction and alcoholism.  

Judy currently serves on the Board of 
the Democratic Women of the Prescott 
Area and participated in Emerge Arizo-
na‘s class of 2019, training Democratic 
women to successfully run for office. Ju-
dy is a passionate and fearless leading 
voice for American values including 
truth, equality, unity, strength through 
diversity, and justice for all.  

DD Alexander 

D D Alexander is a Prescott local 
turned Phoenix drag queen. She 

has been active in the Phoenix LGBT 
community for about a year and is 
eager to bring reform and ac-
ceptance of minority groups in Arizo-
na. 
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An Important First Step for  

Arizona’s LGBTQ Students 

Karolyn Keller 

Every person within the jurisdiction of a 
state, regardless of age, national origin, citi-
zenship status, gender identity, or sexual ori-
entation, is guaranteed equal protection of 
the laws by the United States Constitution. 
This is the morality we live by.   

On April 12, 2019, the claimants in Equality 
Arizona v. Hoffman celebrated a victory for 
Arizona’s LGBTQ students, supportive fami-
lies and teachers, and national allies. The “No 
Promo Homo” Law, enacted by the Arizona 
Legislature in 1991, was finally repealed 27 
years after the state had implemented its an-
ti-LGBTQ curriculum. A.R.S. § 15-716(C) 
regulated instruction on HIV/AIDS in Arizo-
na’s public-school system by eliminating dis-
cussions promoting a “homosexual lifestyle,” 
portraying homosexuality as a “positive alter-
native life-style,” and suggesting methods of 
safe homosexual sex. This law had far-
reaching consequences detailed by anony-
mous Arizona public school students S.C. and 
A.A., ages 12 and 15, who were made to feel 
ashamed of who they are daily. Stories of 
these students being bullied in locker rooms, 
enduring harassment, hearing targeted ver-
bal slurs, suffering emotional trauma, and 
feeling unable to remain safe and healthy 
were presented to the court.  

It only took two weeks from the filing date 
for Attorney General Mark Brnovich to back 
down from defending the state’s position and 
Governor Doug Ducey to repeal the law- an 
easy decision after Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Kathy Hoffman, had already de-
clared public support for the repeal back in 
February during her first State of Education 
speech. S.C.’s mother, Carol Brochin, was 
delighted with the quick turnaround while 
S.C. declared the repeal to be, “a really im-
portant first step” while simultaneously rec-
ognizing that, “bullying experienced by 
LGBTQ students will not simply disappear.” 
They are right, of course. It will take time for 
teacher/student trust to be rebuilt in class-
rooms as this legal twisting of morality de-
nied students equal protection in education 
and sexual health knowledge for almost three 
decades.  

It is important for progressive Arizonans to 
realize that this deviance from Constitutional 
protections for our students is not just about 
winning one statewide battle. We must advo-

cate for more protections and inclusive behavior 
in Arizona and nationwide. Utah just repealed 
its “No Promo Homo” law in 2017 and six states 
in the U.S. still promote heterosexual relation-
ships as the only moral and socially acceptable 
choice for their students: Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina, and Tex-
as. In Alabama, the state still condemns homo-
sexual conduct as a criminal offense in school 
curriculums through Alabama State Code § 16-
40A-2(c)(8). In South Carolina, teachers may 
not address alternative sexual lifestyles except 
in the context of sexually transmitted diseases.  

To combat these laws which enforce the spread-
ing of misleading, inaccurate, and demeaning 
information, organizations such as GLSEN, the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR), and 
Lambda Legal provide support for LGBTQ indi-
viduals and information on “No Promo Homo” 
laws. GLSEN also offers readers two solutions to 
advocate for: enumerated anti-bullying laws 
and non-discrimination laws. Anti-bullying laws 
“specifically prohibit bullying and harassment of 
students based on sexual orientation and gen-
der identity” and have been codified in 18 
states throughout the country. Non-
discrimination laws provide more general pro-
tection from discrimination for LGBTQ students. 
15 states and Washington D.C. currently pro-
vide protections from discrimination based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity while 
Wisconsin provides protection only on the basis 
of sexual orientation.  

As an ally, I encourage Arizonans, including 
members of the Yavapai County Democratic 
Party, to not only push for further legal protec-
tions for our students in the legislature, but to 
promote protections for students still suffering 
under anti-LGBTQ laws. Lambda Legal address-
es the harm. “Anti-LGBT curriculum laws per-
petuate a stereotype of LGBT people as a dan-
gerous, immoral class of people from whom 
other students must be shielded.” Students ex-
ist in an “official climate of discrimination” with 
a frustrated sexual health education curriculum 
and laws that cast a broad chilling effect over 
other educational subjects where homosexual 
individuals and topics could have been dis-
cussed. No child and no student should ever 
feel disgraced, isolated, ashamed, or punished 
for their gender identity or who they chose to 
love. 

For more information, please visit: https://
www.lambdalegal.org/dont-erase-us/faq#Q2 
and https://www.glsen.org/learn/policy/issues/
nopromohomo. 

 
  

https://www.lambdalegal.org/dont-erase-us/faq#Q2
https://www.lambdalegal.org/dont-erase-us/faq#Q2
https://www.glsen.org/learn/policy/issues/nopromohomo
https://www.glsen.org/learn/policy/issues/nopromohomo
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Zoom!  Zoom! 

 Verde and Sedona area Democrats who can’t 
attend the Yavapai County Democratic Party 
monthly meetings in Prescott can now do so 
with Zoom video conferencing software.   For 
information about attending the Cottonwood/
Cornville meeting or setting up a meeting of 
your own, call Jan Graham at 928.634.7563.  
For information about attending. In Sedona, 
call Cathy Rutherford at 928.220.5301 for de-
tails.   

 

 
 

 

Our Democratic Partners 

Democrats of the Red 
Rocks 

 http://sedonadorr.org/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Facebook :  @YoungDemocratsofthePrescottArea 

https://demwomenprescottaz.com/ 

Events Calendar 
 

June Meeting 
Thursday  June 13 

5:30 pm to 8:00 pm  

Meals on Wheels room, Prescott Adult Center 

Featured Speakers:  Lupe Conchas, DD Alexander, 

Judy Staal 

 

YCDP Cottonwood Chapter 

Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday   June 18 6:00 pm (new time!) 

Red Rooster Café; 901 N Main. Cottonwood 

 

DORR Monthly Breakfast 
Thursday  May 16 

8:00 am  

Featured Speakers:  Coral Evans, Mayor of Flagstaff; 

Felicia French, candidate for  AZ Senate LD6 

Admission is $15 and includes a lavish buffet 

All are welcome.  Pay at the door   

 

 

DWPA Monthly Luncheon 
Wednesday  June 26 

11:30 am 

Centennial Room, Antelope Hills 

Reserve at  https://demwomenprescottaz.com/ 

Featured Speakers:  Judy Stahl, candidate for AZ 

House; Diane McQueen, NoAZ Outlaw Dirty Mon-

ey 

 

 
Save the Dates: 
July 28:  Yav Dem Summer Picnic  

September 21:  Truman –Clinton Dinner 
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Seeing RED?  Help Turn Arizona Blue by investing in the work of the Yavapai Democrats     

 

I Pledge:  □ $5 per month   □ $10 per month    □ $25 per month    □ $50 per month      

  □ $ _________ per month   □ One-time contribution of $ ________       

Payment Methods:  

 Contribute at www.yavdem.org  or  through your bank’s Bill Pay program  or   □ Check Enclosed     □ Bill my Credit Card      

Use my credit card to bill ActBlue in the amount of $______________  □ one time      □  per   month 

Card No. _____________________________/Security Code_______ Ex. Date______ 

Name (as it appears on card) _____________________________________________* 

Address  ______________________________________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________    (required  for  ActBlue.  We will not share your email address.) 

Occupation ____________________________ Employer ______________________* 

*Arizona law requires political organizations to report the name, address, occupation and name of employer for each individual 

whose aggregate contributions exceed $25.00 in a calendar year 

Return this form with your contribution to: 

Yavapai County Democratic Party 

P.O. Box 1644, Prescott, AZ 86302 

ATTN:  Sandy Deville, Treasurer 

I will support the Yavapai County Democrats! 

I want to invest in a better future for Arizona! 
The Yavapai County Democratic Party coordinates activities and fundraising 

with our Democratic partners.  We encourage you to support these organiza-

tions, and if you so designate, we will share up to 20% of your YCDP dona-

tion with one or more of the following Democratic groups. 

Please designate 20% of my YCDP contribution to: 

□  Arizona Democratic Party □  Democratic Women of  

□  Democrats of the Red Rocks 

O u r   P a r t n e r s :   

Arizona Democratic Party  

2910 N. Central Avenue  

Phoenix, AZ 85012-4200 

(602) 298-4200 

www.azdem.org  

 

Democratic Women of the Prescott Area  

c/o  Sandy Baggenstos, Treasurer  

520 N. Fitzmaurice Dr.                                                                                                   

Prescott, AZ  86303-6235   

https://www.demwomenprescottaz.com/  

                                                          

 

Democrats of the Red Rocks  

P. O. Box 1165 

Sedona, AZ 86339-1165 

www.democratsoftheredrocks.org  

Paid for by the Yavapai County Democratic Party.     Telephone: (928) 541-0413 

Contributions are not tax deductible for income tax purposes.   

Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s  committee   

Website:  www.yavdem.org 

E-mail: info@yavdem.org 

http://www.yavdem.org
http://www.azdem.org
http://www.democratsoftheredrocks.org

